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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY ·Charleston, ll 61920 
217 I 581-5981 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (June 8, 1987) LS-H+ 
CHARLESTON, IL.--JIM MATON (SHELBYVILLE), junior distance runner 
from Eastern Illinois University, earned All-American honors by finishing 
third in the 800 meter run at the NCAA National Track & Field 
Championship. 
MATON's third place finish was in an EIU record time 1:46.9. He 
broke his own record of 1:47.43 which he set in the semifinals. 
The third place finish ties the previous best EIU placing in a NCAA 
Division I meet. John Craft, currently EIU's women's track coach, was 
third in the triple jump in 1969. 
The winning time Saturday in the finals at Baton Rouge, LA was 1:46.58 
by Tracy Baskin of Seton Hall. 
"Jim is the most outstanding runner I've ever coached. He ran an 
intelligent race and he ran a gutty race. He showed a lot of good leg 
speed, and Jim had to go a little extra distance by moving to the outside 
on the. last curve. It was a very close finish," said Coach Neil Moore. 
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